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considered a major offence ? Who would have
thought it possible that this dicipline could be
imposed upon Catalans, who as recently as last June
would not allow themselves to be drilled in barracks ?
There can be no doubt, however, that the over-
whelming majority of our boys are conscious of the
absolute necessity of this discipline, and participate
in military training with the greatest possible zeal.
I never cease to rejoice at the freedom and keenness
with which they come forward to have explained to
them afresh what was not quite clear to them. Not
an hour, literally not a minute, is lost while they
are being trained. When towards evening I enter
barracks, I repeatedly observe how they practise
together the movements I have taught them during
the day. And yet the service is incredibly hard
under this broiling Castilian sun, and more especially
in these waterless hills where the dust penetrates
into every pore of your skin until you feel as if your
whole body had become an American vacuum
cleaner. Nevertheless, our men go creeping along
indefatigably from vine to vine ; nobody complains,
nobody now knows what shirking means. I remem-
ber my own period of service in Holland and note
with satisfaction that we have accomplished more
in three weeks than used to be attained in six months.

There are  a number of reasons for so much